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“Commissioner Steve Troxler leads 
Trade Trip to China” 
 
North Carolina Small Grain Directors Ron 
Perry, Jack Alphin, Burt Eure and Dan 
Weathington joined Commissioner Steve 
Troxler with a total team of 30 people 
representing Cotton, Soybeans, Wheat, and 
Tobacco to make clients aware of the top 
quality products produced on farms in North 
Carolina.  “China is poised to become North 
Carolina’s largest export market for 
agricultural products,” said Agriculture 
Commissioner Steve Troxler in a press release 
from the department.  North Carolina has 
doubled its exports from 2008 to 2010, 
increasing from $271 million to $542 million.  
Opening a trade office on this trip located in the 
Chaoyang District near the U S agricultural  
trade offices, Beijing, China, Peter Thornton 
Asst Director International Marketing, says. 
“The location in the central business district 
puts North Carolina agricultural interest in a 
good position to meet with potential buyers”. 
We must continue to expand our efforts in 
locating markets for North Carolina farm 
products.  The world population continues to 
grow.  North Carolina population in the last 
head count topped 9.3 million people.  In 
Beijing there are 17 million people that must be 
fed each day.  North Carolina’s Agricultural 
business is a $74 billion Industry.  We must 
continue to increase and provide food/ fiber not 
only for our state but help feed the world’s 
growing population. 
 

 

 



 

Wheat Research Fields Days Scheduled for North 
Carolina 
 
 
North Carolina Small Grain Growers Association administers your assessment funds in 
providing Research, Education, Promotion and Marketing for farmers across the state.  
In cooperation with Dr. Randy Weisz, NCSU , Small Grain Specialist, Dr Paul Murphy, 
Plant Breeder, NCSU and other researchers your association provides approximately 
$300,000 each year to make sure you have the best varieties, growing support, and what 
should be done  for top yields/ profit for your small grain crop.  We help fund plots in 
the Beaufort County, Union County, Robeson County, and the Northeast Ag Expo.  The 
following are the dates for field days for this year: 
 

1. Southern Coastal Plains Small Grains Extension Field Day 
Tuesday, May 10, 2011, 4 p.m. 
Wilton Shooter and Sons Farms, High 301, just North of Rowland    
Leaders:  Georgia Love and Dr. Randy Weisz  
 

2. Beaufort County Field Day 
Thursday, May 12, 2011, 4 p.m. 
Benson and Russ Farms, 3761 Old 97 Road, Pantego, NC 27860 
Leader: Gaylon Ambrose 
 

3. Union County Field Day 
Tuesday May 17, 2011, 4:30 p.m. 
Everette Medlin Farm, 6602 Morgan Mill Road, Monroe, NC, 28110 
Leader: Andrew Gardner   
 

4. Northeast Ag Expo 
Thursday May 19, 2011, 3:00 
102 White Hat Road (Park at White Seed Lot) 
Hertford, NC 27944 
Leader: Lewis Smith 
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Research is an important part of our farming operations.  Please check with your 
county agent or crop agent, we provide funds for them to travel on wheat related 
business.  We are asking for each county agent or crop agent to bring farmers from 
their county to one of these field days.  Our research team has put a lot of work into 
these plots so come and join the group to see the work that has been done. 
   
I have included list of our directors with contact numbers and also a list of all our 
committees for the association.  If there is any area of work that we can do for your 
part of the state please free to call one of the directors or someone on the committee for 
input from your area or call Dan Weathington at 910-736-8258 
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North Carolina Small Grain Growers Committee 
 Assignments 2011/ Dated 1/28/2011 
Executive Committee 
Ron Perry, Chairman 
1.  Burt Eure, Vice Chairman 
2.  David Davenport 
3.  Darryl Corriher 
4.  Jack Alphin 
5.  Clifton Paul 
6.  Phil McLain, Advisor 
Finance & Audit Committee 
David Davenport, Chairman 

1. Carroll Goodman Vice Chairman 
2. Wesley Foster 
3. Frankie Revels 
4. Kevin Matthews 

Marketing Committee 
Burt Eure, Chairman 

1.  Ryan Young  Vice Chairman 
2.  Will Johnson 
3.  Tim Lowery 

     4.  Dawson Pugh 
Nomination Committee 
Ben Smith, Chairman 

1. Paul Daw,  Vice Chairman 
2. Marion Keech 

Legislative Committee 
Clifton Paul, Chairman 

1. Michael Gray, Vice Chairman 
2. Gene Frye 
3. Chris Mclean 
4. Robert Foscue 

Research & Education  
Darryl Corriher, Chairman 

1. Marion Keech, Vice Chairman 
2. Steve Griffin 
3. Pete Thomas 
4. Gene Hunter 
5. Phil McLain 
6. Eddie Moore 
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 Contacts for North Carolina Small Growers   
AssociationBoard of Directors &  Officers-2011 

 
                

   Ron Perry, President, Wendell, NC, 919-818-9266, Wake County   
  Jack Alphin, President, Mt. Olive, NC 919-658-5279, Duplin County 
  Burt Eure, 1nd V-P, Hertford, NC 252-264-2427, Perquimans County   
  Clifton Paul, 2nd V-P, Grantsboro, NC 252-745-4310, Pamlico County 
  David Davenport, Treasurer, Greenville, NC 252-752-6930, Pitt County                    
  Darryl Corriher, China Grove, NC 704-857-6557, Rowan County         
  Chris McLean, Lumberton, NC 910-671-8822, Robeson County           
  Robert Foscue, Clayton, NC 919-771-4829, Johnston County 
  Frankie Revels, Williamston, NC 252-809-2290, Martin County 
  Paul Daw, Goldsboro, NC 919-738-1927, Wayne County 
  Michael Gray, Elizabeth City, NC 252-331-5993,  Pasquotank County 
  Ben Smith, Matthews, NC 704-708-5553, Mecklenburg County 
  Will Johnson, Dobson, NC 336-386-8249, Surry County 
  Eddie Moore, Red Springs, NC 910-843-4721, Robeson County 
  Kevin Matthews, East Bend, NC 336-468-2350, Yadin County 
  Wesley Foster, Columbia, NC 252-796-3626, Tyrrell County 
  Marion Keech, Belhaven, NC 252-943-3141, Beaufort County 
  Dawson Pugh, Englehard, NC 252-925-3720, Hyde County 
  Pete Thomas, Timberlake, NC 336-364-2121, Person County 
  Steve Griffin, Washington, NC 252-975-3557, Beaufort County 
  Carroll Goodman, Statesville, NC 704-876-3922, Iredell County 
  Gene Hunter, Cornelius, NC 704-892-8698, Mecklenburg County 
  Gene Frye, Hickory, NC 828-781-5214, Catawba County         
  Tim Lowery, New London, NC 704-463-5880, Stanley County 
  Ryan Young, Bladenboro, NC 910-876-5430, Bladen County 
  Dan Weathington, Executive Director, Robeson County 
  206 East 19th Street, Lumberton, NC 28358 
  Office/FAX # 910-739-0236, 910-736-8258 
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PO Box 11925, Winston-Salem, NC   27116 
(P) 336-759-7335       (F) 336-759-9406 
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China /Hong Kong/Viet Nam Trade Mission 
 
 

 
L-R Jack Alphin, Ron Perry, Dan Weathington, and Burt Eure visiting Luhe Flour Mill and Bakery,  
Tongzhou Dirtict, Beijing, China 

North Carolina Wheat Farmers represented on China, Hong Kong and Viet 
Nam Trade Mission 
March 5-16, 2011 North Carolina Small Grain Growers Associations Directors Ron Perry, Jack 
Alphin, Burt Eure and Executive Director Dan Weathington took part in a trade mission to China 
Hong Kong and Viet Nam sponored by the North Carolina Department of Agriculture International 
Marketing Division.   Commissioner Steve Troxler led the group of 30 people represent Wheat, 
Soybeans, Cotton and Tobacco.   On March 9th Commissioner Troxler opened a trade office in the 
business district of Beijing, China to better serve North Carolina Agriculture Business interest. 
                                                                       Page 7 



 
 
                                                              
Comparing the Port of Wilmington to Hong Kong we have 6 cranes to unload ships where as in the 
Port of Hong Kong there are 200 cranes with as many as 20,000 trucks delivering products to and 
from Southern China every day.  Our mission was to make contacts, search for business and see how 
we could start moving wheat to that part of the world.   At present we have some possibilities that 
must be developed.   As these clients are developed we will keep you informed.   China has 700,000,000  
farmers with the average size farm is 1 acre.   Visiting in Viet Nam we found the most potential for 
wheat to make animal and poultry feed.  Viet Nam grows more pork and chickens than we originally 
had thought.  They have a growing population to provide food and fiber.  China has in excess of 1.3 
billion people.  Most all of the farm work is done by hand and there are some large state owned 
operations.  Everyone there works on farms, cleaning the streets/roads or is working in the factories.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                        

NCSGGA is always looking ways to better serve our members.  We have had 
some requests to send our newsletter to them via email.  If you would like for 
us to do this please send you request to Dan Weathington at the following: 
danweathington@gmail.com.  We are updating our data base and will add 
you to the list. 
 

 

 
North Carolina Small Grain Growers Association 
206 East 19th Street  
Lumberton, NC 28358 
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